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Serving soldiers better

NadineCollins,
storemanager of the
new post exchange
at Camp Bondsteel,
cutstheribbon on
openingdaywith
Air Force Maj. Gen.
Charles Wax,
commander of the
Army and Air Force
Exchange Service,
and Col. Albert
Johnson, chief of
staff of KFOR
Multi-National
Brigade (East).

The PX opened its
doorsto a capacity-
sizedcrowdina
ceremony June 26.
Inadditiontoa
variety of
distinguished guests,
shopperswere
greetedbyalarge
staff and alive
band.

Cooperation brings autonomy
to Drajkovce health clinic

By Spc. Jasmine Chopra
Staff Writer

Alongwithitsmulti-national
pescekespingpartner thePolish-
UkrainianBattdion, TFMFhed
provided medical civilianassis-
tanceprograms, mentoring, train-
ing and pharmaceuticalstothe
dinic. POLUKRBAT continued
itsinvolvementwiththeclinic

See AMBULANTE page 13

CAMP BONDSTEEL —
Promptedby theDrgjkoveemedi-
cal clinic’ sdemonstrated ability
andwillingnesstoemploy multi-
ethnic personnel and to carefor
dl patientsregardessof ethnicity,
Task Force Medica Felcon for-
mally endeditssupportrelation-
shipfromtheclinicdunel7.

U.K. and U.S. servicemembers
raise $1,100 for orphans

By Spc. Jasmine Chopra
Staff Writer

CAMPBONDSTEEL — Trash-talking, rabble-rous-
ing, and smack-down sumo wrestling might not seem
like random acts of kindness, but for soldiersin Task
Force Medical Falcon, such frolic led not only to
laughs, but to $1,100 in donations for alocal orphan-
age.

With World Wrestling Federation flair, both U.K.
and U.S. soldiers sumo wrestled with two goalsin
mind: raising funds for orphans and boosting soldiers’
morale, said Staff Sgt. Juan Hickson, TFMF emer-
gency room non-commissioned officer in charge.

What started out as the hope of Lt. Fiona Thomp-
son of the U.K. Navy and Capt. Kathryn Malony of
the U.K. Army, to collect toys and clothes for needy
children snowballed into afund-raiser involving more
than 180 Multi-National Brigade (East) personnel.

Thompson, a TFMF emergency medical treatment
center registered nurseand Malony, aTFMF intensive
care unit nurse, raised funds by asking personnel de-
parting Kosovo to donate their spare euros. With those
funds, Thompson purchased toys, clothes, diapers and
toiletries for the needy children.

“We were absolutely amazed by people’sresponse,”
Thompson said.

Capt. Jeffrey Burbank, TFMF chaplain, helped iden-
tify the Gracanica Monastery Orphanage as a legiti-
mate organization for the items to be donated to.

“Everyone put such effort into the fund-raiser, and
our greatest fear was that the (donations) would be

See DONATION page 11
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Last week, | introduced the
concept of FARsand gaveyou
my thoughtson disciplineasthe
foundation of military success.

Thisweek we focus onini-
tiative and itsimportanceto our
missionhereinKosovo. Initia-
tiveistryingtomakesomething
good happen within the scope
of theleader’ sintent and with-
out close supervision. While
thissoundssimple, takingini-
tiativerequiresvisionandcour-
age. First, we have to see the
opportunity to do the right
thing; we haveto recognizethat
something requires doing.
Then we have to take the op-
portunity to act; we have to
have the courage to try even
thoughourimmediatesupervi-
sor may not bewatchingtogive
ustheorder to go ahead.

Seeing an opportunity to
show initiativecan bedifficult
hereinK osovobecause, since
we are here for only 6 months,
wetendtodothingsjust asthe
rotation beforedid them. This
is most evident when we first
arrivedin sector and conducted
right-seat-rides and then are-
lief-in-placewith our predeces-
sorsfrom 10" Mountain Divi-

TFMF CSM

MNB(E) Commander's Message
Initiative starts with recognizing opportunities

sion. Infact, thedoctrinal defi-
nition of thetactical mission*“re-
lief-in-place” callsfortheincom-
ingforcetooccupy every fight-
ing position of the force being
relieved; thentherelievedforce
departs. In every foxhole, the
new unit acceptstheoldunit’'s
aiming stakesandrangecard. A
successful relief-in-place de-
pendson careful attentiontode-
tail, but there’ snot much room
forinitiative. Oncethereliefis
complete, however, thenew unit
isfreetore-examinethetactical
conditions and make changes.
Today, thisiswherewearein our
mission. [t'stimefor usto see
thingsinlight of the changing
conditionsherein K osovoand
show initiative. It stimetotake
the opportunity to act.
Thisrequirement for initiative
appliesup and down thechain
of command. Day to day, our
missionrelieson small unit ac-
tions. Platoons, squads, and sec-
tionsdo most of our operations:
recon patrols, traffic control
points, escorts, and support mis-
sions. Everywherel goaround
our sector, | see evidence of
small unitleadersandindividual
soldiersshowinginitiative. | see

.Gen.
Douglas E. Lute

Brig

patrol leadersusingnew, fresh
ideas to prepare for, execute,
andrecover frommissions. We
areintegrating combined arms
in new ways with aviation,
MPs, PSYOPS, Civil Affairs
and our CIVPOL partnersall
playingimportantroles. |'ve
also seen great initiative in
training. Small unitsare com-
ingupwithimaginativefitness
training, live-firetraining, and
soldier devel opment programs.

Atbattalionlevel, too, | see

initiative. Recently all battalion
commanders submitted to me
their ideas on how we should
adapt our procedures to fit new
conditions. Therearemany good
ideas here, including closing
some base camps, del eting some
missions and changing others,
and adjusting our forceprotection
levels. Thesearebeing assessed
now and we will see some
changesin the upcoming weeks
based ontheinitiativeof thebat-
talion commanders.
Atbrigadelevel weareshow-
inginitiativeaswell. Thosewho
work inour command postswill
recognize the effort to create a
digital “common operating pic-
ture” acrossthe brigade, essen-
tially acomputer-based map that
tracksall our activities. Further,
we are finalizing a brigade SOP
that will servenot only our rota-
tion but follow-on rotations as
well. Also, we have emphasized
usingevery opportunity for qual-
ity training, such asmedevacre-
hearsals, multi-national partner-
shipoperations, andasmuchlive-
firetraining aswecan schedule.
Thismissiongivesleadersand
subordinatesat all levelsoppor-
tunitiestodemonstrateinitiative.

Command Sergeant Major's Message

Guest CSVI: Take advantage of TFMF services

| an Command Sgt. Mg. Craig
A.Layton, Tesk ForceMedica Fd-
conCSM andsenior medical non-
commissionedofficerfortheMulti-
National Brigade(East). Myjobis
toadviseCSM RalphL. Beam, s=
nior medics and other soldiers of
MNB(E) aboutmedicdl trainingand
concerns.

Wea TFMFareheretoprovide
thefinestmedicdl trestmentandcus-
tomer service to the soldiersin
MNB(E) and MNB(C). Our treet-
ment facility provides Level 111
Combat Hedlth Support.

The TFMF PreventiveMedicine
teamprovidessupporttoMNB(E)
and advisesthe command on pre-
ventive medicine, environmental
health and risk assessment issues.
Inaddition, PM provideswater qual-

ity monitoringand andysis, food
servicesanitationandinspection,
environmentd hedlthi ions,
disease control and prevention,
base camp and outpost field sani-
tation assessmentsand environ-
mental monitoring.

Our PM teemwouldliketore-
mindall soldiersandleadersthat
with warmer days approaching,
oldiersshouldtakeintoconsder-
aionthefollowingbasicheatin-
jurypreventivemessures:

Drink water frequently.
Hourly fluid intake SHOULD
NOT éxceed 1 1/2 quarts. Daily
fluid inteke SHOULD NOT ex-
ceed12quarts.

Darkydlowurineorinfrequent
urinationisasignof dehydration.
Increasewaterintake.

Perform heavy work in the
cooler hour sof thedaysuchasearly
morningor lateevening, if possible.

Congder heatinjuryrisks.Sal-
diersundergoingtrestmentforacute
or chronic medical conditionsmay
be at greater risk for hest injuries.
Wearing body armor adds5 degrees
Fahrenheit to the Wet Bulb Globe
Testindex. MOPPovergarmentsadd
10degreesFahrenheit.

The Combat Stressteam isaso
heretoassist by preventing stress-re-
|atedcasudlties, monitoringunitmo-
rale and treating menta hedlth pa-
tientsin MNB(E). Thisis accom-
plishedinthreeways:

Providing educatiortosoldiers,
leaders, chaplains and performing
sector surveys.

Treatmentof stress,compulsions

Weall havetobealerttosuch
opportunities, and then have
theenergy andthecourageto
do something that needsto be
done, without beingtoldtodo
so0. Soldierswithinitiativeun-
derstand their leaders' vision
and then makeinformed deci-
sionsto accomplish the mis-
sion. We all know that the
chain of command cannot be
everywhere at once. | expect
eachof youtoactwisely inthe

absenceof closesupervision.
Don’t befrozeninto inactiv-
ity when you see something
that requires action. Don't
wait to be told what to do
when you can see the way
ahead — just move out!
Equally important, | also ex-
pect eachleader toendorseand
promotetheinitiativeof hisor
her subordinates. Evenif the
outcome s not perfect, |ead-
ers should look to reward
thosewho havethecourageto
act in the absence of orders.
Initiativeisapowerful factor
ingreat units. Let’ scontinue
toshow andrewardinitiative
atall levelsinMulti-national
Brigade East.

or behavior thatisharmful tothe
soldierorunit.

Critical incident stress
debriefings for soldiers and ci-
viliansintraumaticsituations.

On afina note, MNB(E) is
preparing to run thefirst Expert
FeldMedica Badgequdlification
ever offeredinKFOR. Thisevent
isexpectedtodrawagpproximately
200 multi-national medics
throughout Kosovoand Bosnia.
Find trainingandtestingwill run
Aug.17-26onCampBondstee.
You can get updates at
wwwifmedfeloonl mil

We are committed to takin:
careof each other, taking care
our familiesand accomplishing
themission.Wedon'tjustsayit;
weliveit!

Commanding General

Public Affairs Officer

MNB (E) and Task ForceFalcon

Brig. Gen. DouglasE. Lute

Maj. Mark Ballesteros

302nd
Mobile
PublicAffairs
Detachment

Spc. Sandra Mercado

Webmaster/Broadcast Journalist

Camp Monteith Public Affairs

Pfc. LisaForbes

Senior Print Journalist
Staff Sgt. Keith Robinson

Senior Broadcast Journalist
Sgt. Keren Olson

NCO
Sgt. JamesBlaine

MediaOperationsNCO
Sgt. Lovedy Zie
AdministrativeSpeciaist
Pfc.Brandon Guevara
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battle ‘rattle

Which freedom do you feel most impassioned
about fighting for ?

Sgt. Harley Chadwick

Technician

Co. A, 15th Military Intelligence Bn.
Camp Able Sentry

| believethefreedom of religionisthe
greatest of all. I I could notwor ship my
way, | wouldn’t betheperson | amtoday.

Spc. Andrew Wentworth

Unmanned aerial vehicleoperator
Co. A, 15th Military Intelligence Bn.
Camp Able Sentry

Thefreedom to expressyour self
becausecensor ship createsnar r ow-
minded people.

Pfc. Peter Van Haastert

Truck driver and radio operator
HHC (Netherlands)

Camp Fox

| want everyonetohaveanicehome
and be peaceful.

From the newsroom

Americanscan show pride
by demonstratingtolerance

By Capt. Dave Domingo
Staff Writer

AsAmeri can soldiersdeployed to Kosovo, we may bemissing out onim
portant July 4 festivities—such as barbecues, picnicsand family gather-
ings—but weare gaining something, too.

Celebrating the Fourth of July in Kosovo, amid aculturethat seemsto be
borrowing many lessonsfrom the United States, givesusanew perspective
from which to reflect on the values that have made our country great.

Those values are represented by a symbol found on the uniform of each
U.S. soldiersand civilianin Kosovo: the Americanflag.

Thesignificance of theflag wasinterpreted by George Washington: “We
takethe starsfrom Heaven, thered from our mother country, separating it by
white stripes, thus showing that we have separated from her, and the white
stripesshall go downto posterity representing Liberty.”

But theflag hascometo symbolize morethan independence and liberty,
both to Americansand to therest of theworld. It also symbolizesunity. Itis
the symbol of 205 million free peoplewho have been welded into anation by
learning to accept differencesin one another. Thereisaname for that value:
tolerance.

Not only should we be practicing tol erancefor the practices and beliefs of
other Americans; whilein Kosovo, we al so should be demonstrating that kind
of tolerancetoward all thosewho live here.

Impartiality isvital to our mission, whether we are dealing with fellow
soldiersor thelocal residentswe encounter inside and outside our camps.

Werespect the contributions Kosovo’ sresidentshave madeto their com-
munities and their society. They have helped make the KFOR mission an
educational experience, promoting cross-cultural harmony and awareness.

We need to remember that with individual freedom comes an obligation.
Onthisday of national pride, let’ s share oneimportant educational experi-
enceby teachingtolerancewithour actions.

Respect yourself and your neighbor, and tol erate theindividual freedoms
of others.

Domingoisexecutiveofficer ofthe302nd MobilePublicAffairsDetachment.

Spc. Nathan Patch
Firedirectionspecialist
HHC, 1-13Inf. Bn.
Camp Able Sentry

| fight for what America standsfor. |
liketheidea of a per son whoisnobady,
coming from parentswho are nobody;,
knowing nobogal — being ableto
become somebody. No matter color,
creed, religion or sex. | fight for that.

Cpl. Jeffrey Bowman

Unmanned aerial vehicleoperator
Co. A, 15th Military Intelligence Bn.
Camp Able Sentry

Theability tolivefreeand have choices
without beingruled by agover nment
that dictateswhat you can and can’t
do.Basically freedom itself.

Pfc. Loyd Barton

Unmanned aerial vehicleoperator
Co. A, 15th Military Intelligence Bn.
Camp Able Sentry

Freedom of speech becauseif you
start limitingwhat wesay then
%/ﬁ)ilfl]'kregomgtowanttollmlt howwe

Do you have a story or photo idea for
Guardian East?

If so, please give us a call a
DSN 781-5200
guardianeast @

bondsteel2.ar eur.army.mil

Old Glory

At left, Pvt. John D. Harding Jr., Pvt. Jared D. Caldwell and Spc. Shawn P. Brikett, all of
the Quick Reaction Force, 1st Battalion, 33rd Field Artillery Regiment, at Camp Able
Sentry, fold theflag at theend of theday.
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Name:
Hatice Y agmur

Age: 19
Rank: Pvt.
Unit: 135Vbdostcie

Stationed at:
Camp Able Sentry

Your rolein MNB(E):
Driverand
telecommunications

What city do you call
home?
Purmerend, Holland

What areyou good at?
Boxing

What doyou liketo do
when you are off duty?
Play sports, watch TV
andbewithfriends.

Your favoritefood:
Macaroni, spaghetti and
rice.

| watch everything.

Last book youread:
| don’tliketoread.

Why did you join the
Army? | likethe Dutch
Army. | lovetowork
withpeople. It’ svery
exciting,

Question: Who are the
local nationals who work
in KFOR camps, and how
do they feel about the
KFOR missionand KFOR
soldiers?

DritaPerezc, cultural ad-
viser for KFOR Multi-Na-
tional Brigade (East), re-
sponds:

Local nationalswork in
our camps in a variety of
jobs: infood service, inthe
PX, as linguists and much
more. Youwill come across
themevery day regardl essof
what postyouareon.

KFOR’s civilian work
force is multi-ethnic. For
example, thefire department
on Camp Bondsteel haseth-
nic Albanian and ethnic Serb
members.

Some workers' only op-
portunity to interact with
peopleof other ethnicitiesis
within the KFOR work en-
vironment.

Though the scars of the
Kosovoconflictwill not heal
overnight for ethnic Serbsor
ethnic Albanians, employ-
ment opportunitiesin KFOR
arecontributing tothesocial
rebuilding of thisregion, just
asthey contributetoitseco-
nomic rebuilding.

Local nationals are cer-
tainly supportive of the
KFOR mission. Soldiers
whowereinKosovoduring

earlierrotationswill
remember perfectly
well thevery danger-
ousenvironment this
was as a post-con-
flict region. Those
wholivehererecog-
nizetheprogressthat
has been made with
KFOR’shelp.
Somemay say that K osovar
Albaniansare more‘ support-
ive’ of KFOR than Kosovar
Serbs are. It has been my ex-
perience that while K-Alba-
nians and K-Serbs will have
very differing views concern-
ing the cause of thewar and the
future of the province, they
both realize that the efforts of
KFOR to provide a safe and
secureenvironment, totreat the
local population with dignity
and respect, and to befair and
impartial inall of their dealings
with the local population are
unbending. The people of
Kosovo benefit from our ef-
fortsinnumerouswaysand are

RFI

Request for Information
You ask it. We get it answered.

Send us your question:
guardianeast@bondsteel2.areur.army.mil.

?

embody thesevalues—they
certainly do. However ex-
tending thesevaluesto eth-
nic groups outside of their
ownisnot alwayswhat hap-
pens. America draws
strength from its diversity.
The talents and contribu-
tionswe all makereinforce
that strength every day. The
peopleof Kosovo, justlike
anyone else, will learn by
what they see — so show
them what dignity and re-
spect canyield.

It would be great to be-
lieve that everyone loves
you here and that no one
would want to do you or
your nation harm. Unfortu-
nately, that is not the case.
Oneshouldalwaysbeaware
of security issues, regardless
of whoisworkingintheof-
fice — or anywhere for that
matter. The best word of ad-
vicel could giveyouisto
never lose sight of your op-
erational security training,
whether inthisprovinceor
anywhereintheworld.

genuinely apprecia-
tive and grateful for
our dedicationtothe
mission and the
level of profession-
alismthey seeinour
soldiersevery day.
Oneof thegreat-
estcontributionssol-
diers make to the local popu-
lationisonethat isnot tangible
or easily quantifiable. Each
day, whether you are on patrol
or at acheckpoint, responding
to an incident or on a
MEDEVAC, the people of
Kosovo learn by example be-
causeyou all lead by example.
Asyoulivethe Army val-
uesand sharewithyour fellow
soldiers and those you come
into contact with loyalty, duty,
respect, selfless service, honor,
integrity, and personal courage,
you not only are an ambassa-
dor of sortsfor your nation; you
also teach these values to the
local population. Thisisnot
to say that the locals do not

—Perezicistheprincipal
adviser totheMNB(E) com-
mander and staff onsocial
issuesrelating to Balkans-
specificculture, history,re-
ligion, mindsets, norms, cus-
tomsand trendsasthey im-
pact operations. She is a
native New Yorker whose
family roots are in the
Balkans.

Around KFOR

Your favorite TV show:

June 14: Capt. Michael Salvo assumed command of Battery
A, 1¢ Battalion, 7"Field Artillery, from Capt. Timothy G.
Blackwell.

June 15: KFOR Multi-National Brigade (East) conducted an
exerciseof itsDowned Aircraft Recovery Team and Quick Reac-
tion Force. The exercise at Camp Pones included a simulated
hard landing withasimulated injury to onepilot. Task Force 1-77
Armor provided site security asthe QRF flew in, the DART ar-
rived and the pil ot wasair-evacuated. Theexercisewascompleted
inlessthan four hours.

June 21: Lt. Col. Steven W. Pate assumed command of the [#

299" Logistics Task Forcefrom Lt. Col. Ruben R. Perales Jr.

June 21: Soldiersof theMedical Platoon, 1 ¢ Battaion, 7" Field
Artillery Regiment, worked with Task ForceMedical Falconand
1¢Lt. YulieFrank, aphysicianinthe Russian 13" Tactica Group,
to providemedical and optical civilian assistance programsto
residentsof thelargely Kosovar Albanian community of Donja
Sipisnicaand the solely Kosovar Serb community of Kololec.
Thesoldiersprovided medical and optical servicesanddispensed
medication, all free of charge. A total of 63 Kosovar Albanians
and 20 Kosovar Serbswere served.

June 22: A patrol from KFOR Multi-National Brigade (South)
confiscated apump-action shotgun in aproduce storein Geljance.

June 22: Soldiersof MNB(E)’ s Polish-Ukrainian Battalion
found an antipersonnel mineonthegroundinaforest areawest
of Dragomac. The soldiers notified POLUKRBAT' sexplosive
ordnancedisposal element, which destroyed theminein place.

June 23: Soldiersof the Greek 501% Mechanized Battalion dis-
covered ahand grenadeduring apatrol just east of Urosevac. The
soldierssecured the area, then transported the grenadeto the 737°
Explosive Ordnance Disposal Company’ ssafe holding areaon
Camp Bondsteel.

June 23: Soldiersof Task Force Eagle unexpectedly acquired
threemineawarenesstraining aidswhen they encountered and
reported three antipersonnel minesjust west of Urosevac. Sol-
diersof the 737" EOD Co. identified theminesasVPROM train-
ing minesand took them to Camp Bondsteel for usein minerec-
ognitioninstruction.

s o £ .'.,:,
KFOR Multi-National Brigade (East) conductsan exercise of its
Downed Aircraft Recovery Team and Quick Reaction Force, June15at

Camp Pones.

June 24: Near GornjaFustica, alocal manturnedinashotgun
to a patrol from KFOR Multi-National Brigade (Center). The
KFOR soldiershanded over theweapon to UNMIK Police. No
arrests were made.

June 24-27: Soldiersof Co. C, 1¢Battalion, 26" Infantry Regi-
ment, participated inthecompany’ s Super Squad competition, a
series of tasks designed to develop confidence, teamwork and
Esprit deCorps. Thetasksincludean Army Physical Fithess Test
with pull-upsand dipsadded; abench presscompetition; al12-
mile march; a 1.5-mile aid and litter course; a weapons profi-
ciency test and shooting competition; athree-mile“boot run”; a
quarter-milerunin protectivemask and ‘ battlerattl e’ ; aRanger
Handbook knot test; and several written examinations. Four of
thecompany’ ssquadshave compl eted thecoursesofar.

June 25: During asearch operationin south Mitrovicaby sol-
diersof KFOR Multi-National Brigade (North), afugitivethrew
down his bag and ran off when he saw the patrol. The soldiers
searched thebag and found arifle, apistol and two magazines of
ammunition.

June 26: An EOD team from Multi-National Brigade (West)
disposed of an antitank minefound by afarmer who wasworking
inhisfieldnear Junik.
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Military
police dogs
command

r espect

Canine soldiers
thwart crime
with their noses

By Sgt. Lovedy Ann Zie
Staff Writer

CAMPBONDSTEEL —AnNn

elite pack of soldiersin KFOR ..

Multi-National Brigade (East)
stands ready to detect hidden
drugsandexplosives. Y oumight

[ 1
evensay thesesoldiersareabreed Spc. Heath M. Hanuska and Sgt. Nicholas Fontaine, both of the 709th Military Police Battalion, giveNero, a

apart.

“The dogs are very effective,
and people are scared of and re-
spect them,” said Staff Sgt. Jer-
emy Peek, kennel master in the
Working Dog Section of Task
Force709thMilitary Police. Peek
worksdaily withthesection’ ssix
dogs.

"Thesedogsareatremendous
forcemultiplier, considered one
step below deadly force,” Peek
said.

Themilitary working dogsin
MNB(E) areusedin cordon-and-
search operations, in vehicle
searches and other force protec-
tion missions, and asriot deter-
rents.

TheWorking Dog Sectionadso
supports commanders by con-
ducting health-and-welfare
searchesof soldiers' livingareas.

Narcotics-certified dogs are
trainedtodetect avariety of drugs,
including heroin, cocaine, mari-
juana hashishandecstasy. A com-
pany commander or firstsergeant
can request asearch at any time.

Workingdogsareunit assets—
they stay withthecommandeven
whentheir handlersmoveto new

SwissMNB(S) attack dog, extratraining by using multiple agitation techniques.

assignments.

The dogs work five to six
hoursper day, notincluding travel
time. Their handlersmustensure
that the dogs get adequaterest,
proper nutrition and preventive
medical care, aswell asplay and
exercise.

They asomust ensurethat the
dogsmaintainthedetection pro-
ficiency neededfortheir Depart-
ment of Defense work certifica-
tions.

“Itisadelicatebalance,” Peek
said.

Handlersin TF 709 MP have
worked with handlers in other
multi-national brigades, sharing
trainingtechniques.

“We try (techniques), see if
they get resultsfrom our dogs,”
Peek said.

“1f we do, then our handlers
takethesetechniquesback tothe
rear andtrain our dogswith them.
It' sgathering moretoolsto help
yououtwithamission.”

Camp Bondsteel’s working
dog team hastrained with Swiss
and GermansoldiersfromMulti-
National Brigade (South) and

United Kingdom soldiers from
Multi-National Brigade(Center).
Camp Monteith’ sworking dog
team hastrainedwith French sol-
diers from Multi-National Bri-
gade (North).

Peck saiditisunsafetoassume

Sgt. Nicholas
Fontaineof the
709th MP Bn.
adjuststhecollar on
hisdog Michad, a
Belgian Malenais,
during training.

aworking dogisfriendly —the
dogsaretrainedtoreact aggres-
sively tostrangersthat enter their
“territory.”

His advice for soldiers who
encounter aworkingdoginthe
field: " Stay away.”

299th Forward
Support Battalion
The 299th Forward Sup-

port Battalion forms the
core of the 299" L ogistics

Task Force, part of KFOR Meritori-

Multi-National Brigade
(East).

The 299" FSB was con-
stituted on March 23,
1966, in the Regular Army
as the 7" Support Battal-
ion and assigned to the
199" Separate Infantry
Brigade at Fort Benning,
Ga.

On June 1, 1966, the
battalion was activated
and deployed to the Re-
public of Vietnam, serving

Republic e — On Oct.
of Vietnam 20, 1983,
Cross of the battal -
Gallantry ion was
with two assigned
palms; two to the 1
Infantry

ous Unit Division
Commen- and acti-
dations; vated in
and the Schweinfurt,
Civil Ac- Germany.
tion Honor The
Medal. battalion
On Oct. was inacti-
15, 1970, vated on

at Fort Benning, the bat-
talion wasinactivated and
relieved from assignment
to the 199" Separate In-
fantry Brigade; at the

with distinction from Same time, it was desig-

1966 to 1970 and earning
10 battle streamers; the

nated as the 299" Forward
Support Battalion.

Aug. 15, 1991, and sub-
sequently reactivated on

Feb. 16 1996. In March
of 1996, the 299th de-
ployed to Bosnia-

Herzegovina as a part of
Task Force Eagle, where
thebattalion served with

distinction, earning the
Presidential Unit Cita-
tion.

In June 1999, the bat-
talion again deployed to
the Balkans, this time to
Kosovo as a part of Task
Force Falcon, whereiit es-
tablished thefirstlogisti-
cal basein the new theater
of operations. On Dec.
16, 1999, the battalion re-
deployed to home station.

The battalion’s colors
bear 10 battle streamers
from the Vietnam War, in-
cluding Vietnam Counter-
offensive — Phases I, |11,
1V, V, & VI; Tet Counter-
offensive; Tet 69 Counter-
offensive, Summer-Fall
1969; Winter Spring
1970; and the Sanctuary
Counteroffensive.

Name: SeanO'Brien

Age: 21
Rank: Sgt.

MOS: 13B,
Cannon crewmember.

Unit: Battery A,
1-7FieldArtillery Bn.

Stationed at:
Camp Monteith.

Your duty position:
Gunner.

Your rolein MNB (E):
Peacekeeper — ensuring
my soldiers' safety.

What city do you call
home?
Allenstown, N.H.

What areyou good at?
Communicating, basket-
ball, scubadiving.

What doyou liketo do
when you are off duty?
Gotothegym.

Play basketball.

Favorite Food:
Pasta.

Your favorite TV show:
"Boston Public"

Thelast book you read:
"Blood Music"

Why did you join the
Army?

To do something for my
country andtravel.
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Name: Nathon Ginz

Age: 19
Rank: Pvt.

MOS:
13B,
Cannon crewmember

Unit: BatteryA,
1-7Field ArtilleryBn.

Stationed at:
Camp Monteith

Your duty position:
Howitzer driver

What city do you call
home?
Dover, Ohio

What areyou good at?
Baseball and wrestling

What doyou liketodo
when you are off duty?
Hang out with friends
and go clubbing.

Favorite Food: Steak

Your favorite TV show:
“SouthPark”

What isthelast book
youread?
“Polaris Claybourne”

Why did you join the
Army? Todosomething
important with my life.

(s T
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Healthy living starts in Southtown gym

By Pfc. Kate Mclsaac
Staff Writer

Even the healthiest sol-
dierslearned athing or two
June 23 asMorale, Welfare
and Recreation conducted
ahealthfair June23inthe
Southtown Gym.

“1 learned that | am an
over-pronater,” said Sgt.
William Bravo, referring
to a running posture re-
lated to high arches. Bravo
is the noncommissioned
officer in charge of civil
affairs for Task Force
Medical Falcon.

“What | learned today
will certainly affect my
next purchase,” he said.

“My next pair of shoes
will have motion control.”

Johnny Davis, fitness
coordinator for Camp
Bondsteel and the director
of thefair, said the purpose
of holding an event like
thisisto get soldiersinter-
ested in health and fitness.

Inadditiontogait analy-
sis—an examination of the
foot and arch to help iden-
tify theright kind of foot-
wear and prevent overuse
injuries to the feet — the
fair wasteeming with other
booths.

At one booth, MWR spe-
cialists provided assess-
ments to determine indi-
vidual fitness ability based
on heart rate recovery af-

Balkan
snakes

a serious
threat

Soldiers patrolling in the
MNB(E) sector havereported
seeing snakeswhileout on mis-
sions. Cpt. Leslee |. Ball,
MNB(E) deputy surgeon, says
that snakes are common in
Kosovo.

“Soldiers should be aware
that snakesare present inthis
area,” Ball said. “Although
none of the snakesare consid-
ered aggressive, they will at-
tack whenprovoked.

Three common venomous
snakesareshown here.

A bite from these snakes
could cause the following
symptoms:

Wheezing, flushing and skin
rash.

If untreated, the snake’'s
venom can belife-threatening.
However, onceapatient seeks
medical treatmentandisgiven
an antivenom, thereactionsare
shortindurationand not life-
threatening.

ter three minutes of car-
diovascular exercise.

At another table, MWR
specialists tested flexibil-
ity.

Davis said he felt one
of the most important ser-
vices provided at the fair
was the flexibility testing.
Although many soldiers
are in excellent physical
condition becausethejob
requires it, many are not
very flexible, he said.

Davis said flexibility is
an important part of over-
all fitness. “Peopletend
to take flexibility for
granted,” he said. “They
often just focus on weight
training.”

The testing provided

some insights for soldiers
in attendance.

Eye screening, dental
screening, sexually trans-
mitted diseaseinformation
and blood pressure testing
were among the many ser-
vices provided.

Some people came just
to walk around and see
what was available; others
came with something more
specific in mind.

Sgt. Daniel Chase, a
little winded after the
three-minute heart recov-
ery test, said hewasthere
for one reason.

“l am in all-right
shape,” he said, taking
some deep breaths,“ but |
came to get nutrition facts.

+Usually doesnot bite.

roughly.

Sgt. Rosaline Pickett, a
supply clerk with Co.
A., 601t Aviation
Supply Battalion,
beginsastretch totest
her flexibility while
MoraleWelfareand
Recreation director
Lillian Quehl charts
the distance.

My eating habits could be
better.” Chase is a heavy
construction operator with
Co. A, 94" Engineer Bat-
talion.

For many in attendance,
the fair provided some
new information.

Davissaid that just giv-
ing people some exposure
totheservicesavailable at
Camp Bondsteel is great.
He said heinvites anyone
to contact him to make an
appointment for body
composition testing and
physical fitness informa-
tion.

“1f anyone needs any-
thing that has to do with
fitness and well-being, |
am here,” Davis said.

Sand, long-nosed or
horned viper

+Found in moderately
highelevationsindryter-
rain with sparse brush.
Seeks rocky, graveled
slopesfacing sun.

+Generally sluggishand
slow; not aggressive.

+Hisseswhen annoyed.
Will strike and bite
quickly if disturbance
continues.

Orsini’s, meadow or steppe viper

+Foundindry plains, flatlandswith few trees or bushes.
Usually at higher elevations. Alsofoundinwooded areas.

+Notaggressive. Avoidsconfrontation.

Will biteif continually disturbed, stepped on, or handled

+Bitesif threatened or stepped on.
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Screening measures
soldiers stresslevels

By Spc. Patrick Rodriguez
Staff Writer

CAMPMONTEITH — A lineof 1st Infantry Division sol-
diersstretched out thefest tent door when they received psycho-
logical evaluationsfrom Task Force Medical Falcon’s Combat
Stress Control Team.

Originally, the screening was to be completed in Germany
beforethedeployment to Kosovo, but because of time constraints
the CSC Teamisfinishing the screeningin-country.

“Wecall itapre-deployment screening, butreally it’sjust a
deployment screening,” said Maj. Eric L. Wade, chief of the
CSC Team at Camp Bondsteel and Camp Monteith.

Wadehasamaster’ sdegreein social work and 15yearsinthe
counseling field. Before heading the CSC, hewasassi stant chi ef
of the Family Advocacy Program at Fort Hood, Texas, one of
thelargest programsinthe Army.

“Thepurposeof thescreeningistoidentify any stressorsthat
soldiersmay haveentering thetheater,” Wadesaid, “andtogive
them help up front before the stress becomes amajor problem.”

Not all soldiers saw an urgent need for a stress eval uation.
“Let’sfacethefacts—it’ snot very stressful around here,” said
Spc. Michael R. Maccarone, a member of the 443rd Civil Af-
fairs Battalion. “Thereisn't alot of ammo flying all over the
place. Inthecivilianworld, my jobismorestressful.”

Maccaroneisasecurity guardin Rhodelsland, whereheplans
toattend asheriff’ sacademy at theend of hisrotation. Maccarone
was one of more than 2,000 soldiers being screened — some at
Camp Bondsteel and some at Camp Monteith,

For soldierswho do not have anythingin their background
that warrantsfurther discussion, the process endswith theini-
tial screening. However, some soldiers are invited back for a
secondary screening that reviewsthreemain areas: anger, rela-
tionship-related stress and depression.

Wadesaidthat moraleisextremely highthroughout MNB(E).

“1 thought by now we would have seen more problems but
we have not —knock onwood,” hesaid.

The CSC Team adheresto the P.1.E.S. method of treating sol-
diers:

Proximity — Treat ascloseto the unit asthe situation permits.

Immediacy — Treat as soon as symptoms occur, or upon tri-
age.

Expectancy — Express positive expectations of recovery and

Pvt. Nathaniel F. Lynch and Pfc. Jason F. Thompson Jr., both gunners
with the 127th Military Police Company, find humor in the questionson
thepsychological screening given by the CSC Team.

return-to-duty.

Simplicity —Useshort, simple, non-mysterious methods.

TheCSC Teamisscheduled to launch aproject that hasnever
been employed by the Army that will usethelnternet and e-mail
to send psychological screeningsto soldiersat remote camps.
These e-mail evaluations will decrease travel time and save
manpower, Wadesaid.

CSC teams provide unit surveys, command consultations,
critical event debriefings, mental status examinationsand indi-
vidual and group psychotherapy.

For more information, call the CSC Team. From Camp
Bondsteel, call DSN 781-3170; from Camp Monteith or Camp
Magrath, call DSN 782-7060.

Victory!

Ninth Engineer Battalion soldiers celebrate after winning a guidon run June 16. Back row (standing): Sgt. Kenneth Beare, Sgt. 1st Class
Edwin Suarez, Spc. Jeffrey Niles, Spc. Michael Makar, Spc. Justin Ellison, Sgt. Derrel Harris, Staff Sgt. Fernando Pereira, 1stLt. Brian
Sawser, 1st Lt. Joseph Duracinsky, Spc. Mark Hamilton, Staff Sgt. Eulogio Garcia-Flores, Pfc. Michael Small, Maj. Mark Mirage. Front row
(kneeling): Spc. Alonzo Sturino, Spc. Olga Maldonado, Pfc. Eric Severson, Staff Sgt. David Garcia, Cpt. Kevin Stoll, Spc. Robert Peredo.

Name: Andy Reynoso

Age: 22
Rank: Pvt.

MOS: 13B,
cannon crewmember

Unit: Battery A,
1-7FieldArtilleryBn.

Stationed at:
Camp Monteith

Your duty position:
Cannoneer

What city do you call
home? MontePiata,
Dominican Republic

What are you good
at? | am excellent at
playing sportslike
baseball, basketball and
football. | love sports.

Your favorite food:
Rice, red beans and fried
chicken.

Your favorite TV
show: "SportsCenter"

L ast book you read:
"The Show," Chris Rock

Why did you join the
Army? | joinedthe
Army because | wanted
to protect my country
and my family back
homein New York.

i 2R en:
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Photosby Staff Sgt. Keith Robi

Topleft: Theofficial party condu
passing of leadership fromonec
Top center: Soldiersof 2™ Infan
“Daggers’ — stand at attention
Left: V Corpscommander Lt. Ge
Command Sgt. Maj. Kenneth O.
June 21 change of command cer

Bottom eft: | ncoming Dagger B
MNB(E) deputy chief of staff Lt
Col. Peter J. Palmer conduct pa:
Topright: Brig. Gen. Papadopot
taking command of 2 Infantry
Bottomright: ‘ Thereisnogreats
in hisremarks.

Drac
Dag

CAMP BONDSTEEL—
assumed command of 2" Inf
Division — the U.S. maneu
Multi-National Brigade (Eeg
Palmer June 21.

As MNB(E)’s deputy co
Dragon also overseesGreek,
sian and Ukrainian maneuve

“With this change of con
You arelosing agreat commi
another,” said Mgj. Gen. Bant
mander, at the change of cor
the paradefield here.
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Comm

Photosby Staff Sgt. K eith Robinson and Pfc. Kate M ¢l saac

Topleft: Theofficial party conductsthe passing of thecolors, signifyingthe

passing of leadership from one commander to another.

Top center: Soldiersof 2*Infantry Brigade, 1| nfantry Divison—

“Daggers’ — stand at attention asthe colorsadvance.

Left: V Corpscommander Lt. Gen. William S. Wallaceand V Corps
Command Sgt. Maj. Kenneth O. Preston were among the attendees at the

June 21 change of command ceremony at Camp Bondsteel.

Bottom Ieft: Incoming Dagger Brigade commander Randal A. Dragon,
MNB(E) deputy chief of staff Lt. Col. Peter Jonesand outgoing commander

Col. Peter J. Palmer conduct passand review of the Daggers.

Topright: Brig. Gen. PapadopoulosKiriakos congratulates Dragon on

taking command of 2| nfantry Brigade.

Bottomright: ‘ Thereisno greater privilegethan to command,’ Dragon said

in hisremarks.

Dragon takes on
Dagger Brigade

CAMP BONDSTEEL— Col. Randal A. Dragon
assumed command of 2" Infantry Brigade, 1¢Infantry
Division — the U.S. maneuver component of KFOR
Multi-National Brigade (East) — from Col. Peter J.
Palmer June 21.

As MNB(E)'s deputy commander for maneuver,
Dragon also oversees Greek, Lithuanian, Polish, Rus-
sian and Ukrainian maneuver elements.

“With this change of command comes continuity.
Youarelosing agreat commander, but you are gaining
another,” said Mgj. Gen. Bantz J. Craddock, 1%1D com-
mander, at the change of command ceremony held at
the paradefield here.

Palmer bid thanks and farewell to the soldiers of 2"
Brigade Combat Team.

“Itwasan honor and aprivilegeto servewithyou. No
commander could ever say enough about what soldiers
likeyoumean to our unit and to our nation,” hesaid.

Dragon comesto 2" Brigadefrom Heidelberg, Germany,
where he served as deputy commander of training for V
Corps.

Hesaid hewas“thrilled” to begiventhe opportunity
to command 2" Brigade Combat Team.

“There is no greater privilege than to command,”
Dragonsaid. “1 ook forward to the challenge and oppor-
tunitiesthat lieahead.”

&
* 45
* iy
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Name:
Hylke Blommerde

Age: 23
Rank: Cpl.

MOS:
Adminigtration Specialist

Stationed at:
Camp Able Sentry

Your duty position:
Bunarzih

What city doyou call
home? Oudenbosch,
Netherlands

What areyou good at?
Handball

What do you liketodo
when you are off duty?
Goouttobars, read, do
aerobics and play hand-
ball.

Thelast book you read:
“Harry Potter”

Y our FavoriteFood:
Itdian

Why did you join the
Army? | joined becauseit
issomethingelse. It'snota
regular job from8am. to 5
p.m. | canstudy and earn
money at the sametime.

rHeL B
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Pones 3gna soldiers ‘wired up’
about communication support

By Spc. Jasmine Chopra
Staff Writer

me smoke signals to the
telegraph to satellite sys-
tems, military communication
technology has always de-
pended on professional sol-
diers.

Soldiersof Co. A, 121st Sig-
nal Battalion, are the profes-
sionals making technology
work in Multi-National Bri-
gade (East). As their motto,
“WiredUp,” suggests, they pro-
videtelephone service, secure
and non-secure Internet, e-mail,
satellite and visual communi-
cationfunctions,andother sig-
nal services. Thesoldiersserve
Camp Bondsteel and seven
other small camps. (Camp
Montieth, Camp Magrath and
Camp Able Sentry are sup-
ported by other commercial
providers.)

“We keep soldiers con-
nected, and it happensin nano-
seconds,” said Pfc. Schuyler R.
Batdorf, asatellite communica-
tion system operator-main-
tainer attached tothe 121st.

Batdorf operates and main-
tainsthe AN/TSC-93C, amo-
bile satellite system at Camp
Pride.

His team chief, Sgt. Chris-
topher Holman, also a
SATCOM operator- maintainer
stationed at Camp Pride, re-
called acommunication chal-
lenge that was solved by sol-
diers.

“Last night at atraffic con-
trol point, sol diersweresearch-
ing vehicles and checking for
(suspects),” Holman said.
“Their SINCGAARS (single
channel ground and airborne
radio systems) were so busy,
they needed tel ephone commu-
nication aswell to get crucial
information through to Camp
Bondsteel and Camp Monteith.
If wedidn’t havethose phones
working, therecouldhavebeen
abreak in vital communica-

Satellitecommunicationssystem operator-maintainer Pfc. Schuyler Batdorf, attachedto Co. A, 121 Signal Battalion,
explainshowthe93C AN/ TSC, amohbile satellite system, makescommunication possiblein ‘ nanoseconds’ Below:
Soldiersoperateand maintain communication sysemsat Camp Pride, which overlooksa Serbvillage.

tion.”

The main
switchboard at
Camp Bondsteel
processes more
than 2,400 calls
perday.

Thel21stoper-
ates remote com-
munication
camps, each
manned by sev-
eral soldiers.
There are no
movie theaters,
post exchangesor
cappuccino bars;
Soldiers still eat MREs for
lunch. It'sasmall priceto pay
to make sure soldiers can have
accessto moralecalls, Holman
said.

“Knowing that your loved
ones back home are taken care
of helps you stay focused on
your mission,” he said. “Just
hearing my wife' svoiceboosts
my morae.”

The121st pro-
videsmoraleser-
vice connections
a Camp
Bondsteel, con-
necting more
than150soldiers
anight to De-
fense Switch Net-
work and com-
mercial operators
in Germany and
theUnited States.

“My soldiers
are professionals,
and they are do-
ingtheir mission
very well,” said Capt. Neil
Khatod, commander of A Co.,
121st Sig. Bn.

The 121st not only allows
soldiersto hear each other; it
alsoalowsunitsto“see” each
other electronically. Khatod
described the usefulness of the
Command and Control Per-
sonal Computer —asystem that
improvessituational awareness

and enhances tactical and op-
erational decisions.

“A commander can see
wheretosendhelicoptersor ar-
tillery should he decideto do
so,” Khatod said.

“Without my soldiers, (re-
mote) campswould not havethe
ability tosharethat information
withcommandersimmediately.”

C2PCissupported by com-
munication stations of the
121st. In Kosovo, it allows
commanders to see electronic
depictionsof the current loca-
tions of MNB (E) units and
other forces. Commanders can
instantly share graphics and
electronic messageswith their
troopsin variouslocations.

Commands rely on commu-
nication systems to make im-
portant decisions. Thetechnol-
ogy has changed, but the goal
of communication systemsand
their dedicated personnel —to
providereliable, accurateinfor-
mation — remains the same.

Inspection

Lt. Gen. Michael W.
Ackerman, inspector
general of theArmy,
pausestotalk to Area
Support Team
commander Capt.
Robert Moore, Task
Force1-26 Infantry
commander Lt. Col.
Wayne Grigsby and
HHC1-26Inf.
commander Capt.
Daniel Kelley at Camp
Monteith during a
recent visit.
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Membersof the Swedish Battalion and U.S. soldiersand Marines preparetoload littersduring nine-lineMEDEVAC training.

MEDEVAC training hasinter national appeal

By Spc. Rebecca M. Grzyb
Staff Writer

CAMP MONTEITH —
Swedishand U.S. Forces, in-
cluding soldiersand Marines,
came together in Cernica for
a joint nine-line medical
evacuation training exercise
June 8.

The training consisted of
learning proper radio proce-

MEDEVAC request, instruc-
tionson boarding and disem-
barking the UH-60A Black
Hawk helicopter and learning
how to load casualties on and
off litters.

“This is the best training
I’'vehad during my threeyears
inthemilitary,” said Sgt. Scott
McFadden of the510th Postal.

Participants applied their
traininginapractical exercise,

taught.

“I'think MEDEVACsareim-
portant no matter what you do
(inthemilitary),” said Marine
LanceCpl. Anthony M. Lopez
of the3rd Civil AffairsGroup.

“You never know when
you're going to be out in the
field and doing something and
needaMEDEVAC.”

Although the weather was
hot and the sun was bright,

high throughout the exercise.
Toward theend, Swedish Capt.
RichardKarlsson, |eader of an
infantry platoon, thanked the
American forces for the coop-
eration and teamwork they
demonstrated during theexer-
cise.
“Becauseof thistraining, |

think we are the best-trained
soldiersinthe SwedishBattal-

dures for sending a demonstratingwhattheywere

laughter and morale remained  ion,” Karlssonsaid.

DONATIONS: TFMF déliverstoys, cheer and fun

sold on the black market,” Thompson said. “We
wanted to make sure that the (donations) were going
totheright place.”

Hickson and U.K. Army Cpl. Christian Booth, a
TFMF clerk, thought of using a sumo wrestling com-
petition to raise more funds.

Booth had previously knocked out one of Hickson’s
soldiers, U.K. Army Lance Cpl. Kelly Cody, during
some friendly sumo wrestling.

“Hickson has this saying: ‘If they come up to
you like a man, knock them
down like a man.” Well, she
came up to me like a man,”
Booth said of Cody, a health
care assistant in TFMF.

The knockout caused a buzz
around the halls of TFMF and
Hickson and Booth saw an op-
portunity to create more excite-
ment in the fund-raising
project.

Thompson, Hickson, Booth
and several otherscollaborated
to create the “Sumo Sweep-
stakes” and May 26 “Booth/
Hickson Sumo Fight Night.”
Contributorsvoluntarily agreed
todonatetoa “pool” by select-
ing one of more than 50 pos-
sible outcomes. Choices included: “Booth criesin
Round 1" and “Hickson runsaway in Round 2.” The
prize for the lucky winner was a cappuccino.

Wrestlers dressed up in handmade costumes and
acted in their very own pre-fight trash-talking videos.
The Southtown Gym was decorated like a boxing
arena. With music blaring, the contestants and their
cheering entourages entered the arena.

TFMF chief of surgery and the director of clinical
services Lt. Col. Richard Wigle served as the official
fight doctor. TFMF U.K. Squadron Sgt. Maj. Stephen
Foster was the ring announcer. Cody was referee.

Scoreboard girls, water boys and roaring fans added

U.K. Navy Lt. Fiona Thompson pickstheright sized T-shirt for
agirl at the Gracanica Monastery Orphanage.

to the spirit of competition.

“We wanted to give them their money’'s worth,”
Hickson said about the contributors.

At the end of the match, Booth was carried out of
the arena on a stretcher. Hickson appeared to have
won and was well on hisway to avictory dance with
championship belt in hand. Minutes later, Booth came
chargingin, tackling Hickson.

TFMF Command Sgt. Maj. Craig Layton challenged
Foster to a match. Foster eagerly accepted.

“The crowd went nuts,”
Hickson said.

TFMF 1< Sgt. Rudy Del Valle
passed around a bucket and
crowds poured money in.

“There was money flying off
the balcony. Onegirl even emp-
tied out her purse,” Booth said.

Layton and Foster wrestled
until Layton toppled out of
bounds.

Theend result: “TFMF won.
The children won,” Hickson
said.

Thompson, Booth, Hickson,
Burbank and many other U.K.
and U.S.

personnel delivered toys,
clothes, toiletries, books, and
sports equipment to the orphanage on June 20.

“It was a tearful experience,” Thompson said.

There were smiles on children’s and soldiers’ faces
as the best and most expensive gifts were presented
tothechildren.

“We all chose one toy to give to a child,” Booth
said.

“This one boy caught my eye. His face was so cute.
He reminded me of my son back home, and | just knew
that was the child | wanted to give my toy to. It felt
like 10 Christmases in one for me. | personally had
made a difference in that child’s life.

“It made me so proud to be part of KFOR and
TEMFE.”

Name: Alexy Mironets
Age: 28
Rank: Staff Sgt.

MOS:
Airborne engineer

Unit: POLUKRBAT

Stationed at:
Camp GoldenLion

Your duty position:
Squad|eader

Wheredo you call
home? Chernigov
District, Ukraine

What areyou good at?
Bodybuilding and
shooting.

What doyou liketo do
when you are off duty?

Play sports, bodybuild
andwatch TV.

Favorite TV show: TV
project“Behindthe
Glass: You'reintheArmy
Now” (aUkrainereality
TV show).

Favorite Food:
Meat and frog legs.

Thelast book you
read: “Survival in
Extreme Conditions.”
Why did you join the
Army?

I likethe Army life.

|:1J*’m|l1‘;i1:'gt.f':t'r"l&_»]
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Name: Kunity Andrity
Age: 34

Rank: Maj.

MOS: Interpreter LNO
Unit: POLUKRBAT

Stationed at:
Camp Golden Lion.

Your duty position:
NSE LNO

What city do you call
home?
Lviv City, Ukraine

What areyou good at?
Anything military.

What doyou liketo do
when you ar e off

duty?
Playing the guitar and
language skills.

Your FavoriteFood:
Pelmeni (kind of ravioli).

Favorite TV Show:
“BehindtheGlass
You'reintheArmy
Now” (Ukrainereality
TV show).

L ast book youread:
“TheProtocol

Why did you join the
Army?

| made the mistake 18
yearsago, but | really
don’tregretit.

*F"h]
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Sports
Guidon run takes off

Continued from page 16

half, Camp Monteith came outinarapid-fireoffensethat
was relentless, scoring four unanswered goals—two more
by Ampomah, and one each from Spc.Victor Banks of Co.
C, 299" Logistics Task Force, and Spc. Alfredo Conde of
Co. A, 1¢Battalion, 18" Infantry Regiment.

By the end of regulation, the score was tied up, 5-5,
with ashoot-out on the horizon.

In the shoot-out, Camp Monteith goalkeeper Sgt. Brian
Lindsay of Co. B, 1% Battalion, 26" Infantry Regiment,
was forced to go airbornein order to make a sensational
one-handed save of aline-drive bullet. It was, however,
the only save of the overtime period as Camp Monteith
scored five goalsto Team Drita’ sfour in the shoot-out.

Afterward, players from both teams gathered for din-
ner, where certificates from Task Force 1-77 Armor and
Task Force 1-26 Infantry were presented to each of the
Team Dritaplayers for their hard work and dedication in
the community soccer game.

“It’ splaying together and enjoying the competition,”
said Lt. Col. Wayne W. Grigsby, commander of TF 1-26

L]
Camp Monteith's Sgt. Gerald Ampomah of Battery A, 1st Battalion, 7th
Field Artillery Regiment, samsagoal into thenet past Team Drita’s
goalie Afrim Shahini.
Infantry. “It was a great game today, and | think that ev-
erybody who played it and everybody who watched it en-
joyed that.”
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Soldier support

Honorable mention:
Bill McLauchlan

U.K. Army

A bare-skinnedCapt. Marco
Longof theltalian Army at
Headquarters KFOR volleyswith
Kutz Hildebrabdt, U.K. Army
aofromHQ KFOR,ina
recent match at Film Cityin
Prigtina.

Y oumay beright!

hink you can do better?

Photo contest winner: staff Sgt. Juan Hickson, TFMF

i —

The Guardian East staff invites every member of MNB(E)
to participate in asemimonthly photocontest. .
heprizeisthe satisfaction of seeing your work in print —
andknowingyou' rethebest! (Winning photosalsowill bedis-
playedinthe MNB(E) tactical operationscenter.)
Eachissue’ scontest will focuson adifferent kind of photo.
Focus for the July 15 issue (deadline July 10): K osovo —

N

Cpl. ChrisBooth, an administrativeclerk; Lance Cpl. Andrew Domelow, an operating room technician;
Sgt. Maj. Stephen Foster; Maj. Anton Philpot, chief nurse; and Sgt. Clare Johnson, emergency medical
technician, all U.K. soldiersin Task Force Medical Falcon, enjoy arelaxing afternoon in thepool.

photosthat portray life‘ outsidethewire.’
Focusfor the Aug. 1issue (deadline July 20): Kosovoat
night — subject can beinside or outside KFOR camps.
igital imagesin any common fileformat (*.jpg, * .gif, * tif,
*.bmp, *.psd, etc.) will beconsidered.
Sendimagefilesase-mail attachments (one per message) to
senior editor Staff Sgt. Keith Robinson at guardianeast@

bondsteel 2.areur.army.mil .

AMBULANTE: Proof of progress— TFMF withdrawsfrom medical clinic

Continued from page 1
until theend of June.

“We can release the
MEDCAPtogodotheir good
work elsewhere in the secure
knowledge that our little
ambulante(dlinic) isdoingwhat
itwasintendedtodo—cater to

themedica needsof bothAlbanian
and Serb peopleof thearea,” said
NialHartnett, UnitedNationsMis-
soninKosovocivil efarsofficer
fortheStrpcemunicipality.
CaritasPolska, aPolish chari-
tablenon-governmenta organiza:
tion, renovatedthetatteredclinic

In thevillage of Drajkovce, both Kosovar Albanian and Kosovar
Serb families depend on the Ambulanteto provide medical care.
Thisbrother and sister came to the clinic with cold symptoms.

inthefall of 2000withthestipula-
tionthat theclinichaveamulti-eth-
nic (Albanian and Serb) staff and
care for patients regardless of
ethnidity.

Disputesconcerningthehiring
of staff prohibited the clinic from
opening until November 2001,
whenamulti-ethnic ancillary staff
—nurses, technicians, clerks, and
orderlies—wasestablished,said
Capt. Cynthia Holbrook, TFMF
civil efairsofficer.

Negotiationstohirelocal physi-
ciansto staff theclinic took more
than four months. During those
months, KFOR stepped in with
TFMFandPOLUKRBAT physi-
cians.

InApril,aK osovar Serb doctor
washired; soonéfter,ak osovar Al-
baniandoctor washired.

“We provided a teach-coach-
mentor role,” Holbrook said. “Our
doctorsworkeda ongsidethe(host-
nation) doctorsasthey treated pa-
tientsof bothethnicities.”

TFMF stopped providingphy-
siciansand other medical support
tothedinicinMay butmaintained
apresencetherethrough June17
toensuresafety andsecurity.

“Thedlinicisatruesuccessstory
rarely heardofinK osovosincethe
endof thewar,” Holbrook said.“ It
should serve as a model for
hedthcareinK osovo.”

In an informa ceremony June
17 athedlinic, TFMFcommander

Col. Jffrey Clark praisedthedinic
foritsefforts.

“The st&ff of the ambulante is
setting anexamplenot just for the
people of Kosovo but for al the
people of theworld,” Clark said.
“We look forward to doing
MEDCAPSsimilartothisinother
areaswithhopefully thesamesuc-
"

Speckingthroughaninterpreter,
thedirector of the Strpce Munici-
pality Health House, Dr. Zoran
Staetovic, thankedK FOR.

“Thank youfor helpingto open
theambulante,” Staletovicsad. “ It
finallyworksforthepurposeitwas
builtfor—tocarefordl people. The
staff workswell, andwewill con-
tinuetowork withour own profes-
sonds”

TheGnjilaneregional hedthdi-
rector, Dr. Halimi Ramadan, con-
gratulatedeveryoneinvolvedwith
thedlinicproject,speskingthrough
aninterpreter.

“Thisclinicisamonument to
cooperation,” hesaid.

Clark describedhowthebrigade
will benefit from the clinic’s
achievements.“MNB(E) hascap-
turedlessonslearned fromtheevo-
lutionof DrgkoveeAmbulanteinto
asdf-aufficient,inter-ethnicclinic
forall patients,” hesaid.

"MNB(E) plansto apply this
successful model in other
ambulantes, hedthhousesandthe
GnjilaneRegiona Hospitd.”

Name: EricHarrison

Age:23
Rank: Sgt.

MOS: 54B, chemical
operationspecialist

Unit: Battery D,
1-33Field Artillery

Stationed at:
Camp Bondsteel

Your duty position:
Nuclear biological
chemical NCO.
Training NCO

What city do you call
home?
VirginiaBeach, Va

What are you good at?
Snowboarding and
peopleskills.

What do you liketo do
when you ar e off duty?
Spend timewith family
andtravel to European
countries.

Your FavoriteFood: All

Your favorite show:
“Tom Green Show”

Last book you read:
“Black LikeMe”

Why did you join the
Army? To travel and
haveagood career.
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Name: EgidjusPalukas

Age: 33
Rank: Warrant Officer
MOS: Morter

Unit: POLUKRBAT

Stationed at:
Camp WhiteEagle

Your duty position:
mander of an infan-

try platoon.

What city do you call
home?
Panevezys, Lithuania

What areyou good at?
| amgood at beinginthe
military.

What doyou liketodo

when you are off duty?
Bodybuilding.

Your favoritefood:
Traditional Lithuanian
cuisine.

Your favorite TV show:
I liketowatchsports.

Thelast book you read:
“RussianPolitics.”

Why did you join the
Army? | likedthejob.
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Formerly knownasthreat con-
ditions, force protection condi-
tionsact asameasuring stick for

installationthreat levels. withlocal authorities.

FPCON Charlie

U.S. campsin MNB(E) are
currently at Force Protection con-
dition Bravo.

FPCON Alpha

This condition applies when
thereisageneral threat of possible
terrorist activity against personnel o
and facilities, the nature of which FPCON Ddta
is unpredictable, and circum-
stancesdo not justify full imple-
mentation of FPCON Bravo.

FPCON Bravo

Thisconditionapplieswhenan
increased or morepredicablethreat
exists. ThemeasuresinthisFPCON

must be capable of being main- condition.

terrorism Force Protection Office viae-mail at
robert.haemmerle@bondsteel 2.areur.army. mil

Force protection conditions

tained for weekswithout causing un-
duehardship, affecting operational
capability or aggravatingrelations

Thisconditionapplieswhenan
incidentoccursor intelligenceindi-
cates some form of terrorist action
against Department of Defenseper-
sonnel or facilities is imminent. [&
Implementation of FPCON Charlie
measures for more than ashort pe-
riodwill createhardshipsfor person-

Thiscondition appliesintheim-
mediate areawhereaterrorist attack
has occurred or when intelligence
hasbeen received that terrorist ac-
tion against a specific location or
person is likely. Normally, this
FPCON is declared as alocalized

For moreinformation about force protection levels, contact Master
Sgt. Robert Haemmerle, of the Multi-National Brigade (East) Anti-

Tips for passing fire safety inspections

Special to Guardian East ¢ Person-
By John Bailey nel’ s knowl-
Task Force Falcon Fire edgeof firere-
Department porting,

evacuation,

he Fire Department con

ducts inspections of

living and work areas at | east
onceevery six months.

Most firesthat occur inthe
living quarters or work areas
are due to equipment failure
or ahuman act.

Weneed your helpinkeep-
ing Multi-National Brigade

and use of fire
extinguishers.
Proper
number  of
smoke detec-
tors, mounted
correctly and
in the proper
location.
& Proper location and

¢ Compe-
tence of fire
safe prac-
tices to
eliminate
and prevent
fires.
* Con-
trol of
smoking
and other
hazardous
personal
practices.
* Changes in construc-

€ Housekeeping practices,
3-foot-by-3 foot clear path to
each exit, no extension cords,
makeshift walls, or cooking
equipmentinliving areas
@ Proper number, condition,
and accessibility of fireexits
and escapes.
@ Proper separation of haz-
ardous material and chemicals.
@ Proper separation, storage
and placarding of explosives.
@ Evidenceof unauthorized
self-help projects.

If you have any questions

East fire-safe. Hereisalist
of some of the common haz-
ardsfire prevention inspec-
torswill look for duringin-
spections:

mounting of fire extinguish-
ers.

@ Condition of heating, fuel
handling, and similar hazard
producinginstallationsand

tion, occupancy, or other fac-
torsthat require updating the
pre-fire plans.

4 Condition and proper use
of electrical equipment and

about this, or any fire safety
topic, contact your Camp Fire
Station, or call DSN 781-4098
and ask for the Fire Preven-
tion section.

equipment.

connections.

Fire safety word jumble

LS FIE]R]

D Aa[s|m[E[HD]

[H e[GO TIE] I [S[N]R]
k[ siEwm]o]

Inspector General I nstruction 1010.10 prohibits
what in certain ar eas?

Unscramble the four fire-related wordsand
arrange the circled | etters to answer the
question at the bottom.

Y ou must send the four words and the
answer,}o the question in orderto win.

~E-mail your answers to .
firedept@bondsteel 2.areur.army.mil or dro
them of: atlyour camp'sfiregafion, marked,
“ Attention Fire Prevention Department.”

The winner at the end of the week will
receive a TFF Fire Department T-shirt.

Answer tolast issue’scrypto quip: Theoptimist pro-
claimsthat weliveinthebest of all possibleworlds, and
the pessimist fearsthisistrue.
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Faith support

Advice for successful deployment: play by God’s rules

By Capt. David Green
Chaplain, Task Force 709" Military Police

Similarly, if anyone competesasan athlete, he does not
receivethevictor’ scrown unlesshe competesaccording to
therules.—2Timothy 2:5, New International Version.

A reyou having asuccessful deployment? How do
you know if you are having a successful deploy-
ment?

| guess the answer to that question will vary from per-
son to person and from job to job.

Success in any season of life, whether deployed or
at home station, isinthedaily ruleswelive by — not
inour job or where we are located.

There are eternal rules for living that will make us
successful no matter what the situation. Like Paul, the
writer of Philippians, we can learn the secret of saying:
“1 have learned to be content in any and every situa-
tion.” (Philippians 4:12)

Here are four rules that work for me as a forward-
deployed soldier, serving both God and country:

1. Don’t wish your life away. (See Ecclesiastes 3:1-

13.)
Now don’t get me wrong | miss my family a bunch!
| married that woman —and would do it again. | like

being with her and our two beautiful daughters. My
heart is with them, and | wish | could be with them
right now. Butright now | can't.

As afamily we have made a conscious decision to
make the most out of life wherever we are! Astheold
saying goes: If life hands you lemons make lemonade.

Whether you are geographically separated from your
family or not, lifeistoo precious and short for you to
throw it away just because you have alousy attitude.
Most of the time, attitudeis everything. If you would
like to talk about that more, come see me or go see

your chaplain. We would be glad to help.

2. If itispossible, as far asit depends on you, live
at peace with everyone. (See Romans 12:17-21.)

Remember the Golden Rule: “Do unto others as you
would have them do unto you.” (SeeMatthew 7:12.)

Can anyone say “roommates”? (Oh man, don’t get me
started.)

Seriously, remember all the rules you were taught in
kindergarten and you will do fine! Premium words here
are “please” and “ thank you” (according to the purple
dinosaur, they are the magic words) and “play nice to-
gether.” Plainold respect and apologiesgo along way,
too, and cover a multitude of roommate fouls. And, for
goodness sake clean up after yourself (you pig)!

3. Work even when your supervisor’s eyes are not
on you. (See Colossians 3:22-25.)

Keeping busy doing your job with the right motiva-
tion isagreat way to keep from visiting the doldrums.
More importantly, as a man or woman of integrity, you
will dotheright thing even when nooneiswatching.

Oh, by theway, doing thiswill help you get promoted
and find the best jobs. People notice.

4. Whatever you do, doit for the glory of God. (See
1 Corinthians 10:31)

Thisisatime-honored and time-tested principle, es-
pecially if youwork in an environment that doesn’t seem
to appreciate your efforts. Serving God is the highest
form of servicein the world. Why? Becauseby serving
God we serve each other and this pleases the Lord.

Godisall about putting othersfirst. Hewill useusto
make an everlasting difference in the lives of others.
Blessed are the peacekeepers serving othersin lands not
their own!

Can | get an “amen” from a soldier deployed in
Kosovo?

Simple but profound, these ruleswork for me. Try them. Make
thisthemost successful deployment you haveever had.

Balancing act

Soldiersof Co. F, 159th Aviation Battalion, “ Big Windy,” stationed
at Camp Able Sentry balance and work atop a CH-47 Chinook
helicopter toreplacetherotors.

Worship Schedule
Camp Bondsteel

() = South chapel (N) = North chapel (B) = both
Sunday

Tuesiay
8am., Roman CatholicMass 7p.m., CatholicRCIA (N)

®
9:30am., Roman Catholic

Mass (N) Thursday
9:30am., Liturgical 7p.m.,RCIA(S)
Protestant (S)

11 am., Collective Protestant
®)

1p.m,, Latter-Day Saint (S)

2p.m., Gospel Sservice(N)

5p.m., Unitarian Universal

Friday
12p.m., IslamicService(N)
7p.m., Jewish Service(N)

Camp Monteith

Sunday —
9am., Bunker Bible Study I
10am., CollectiveProtestant —
Service
1p.m., Latter Day Saint —
Service "]
7 p.m., CatholicMass |
8p.m. Praiseand Worship
Service |

Name:
Joseph J. Kumper

Age: 23
Rank: Staff Sgt.

MOS: 68F,
aircraft electrician.

Unit: Co. A, 601st
Aviation Support
Bn.

Stationed at:
Camp Bondsteel.

Your duty position:
Task Force Eagle safety
noncommissioned
officer.

What statedo you call
home? Maryland.

What do you liketo do
Spending timewith my
family.

Your favoritefood:
Halibut off thegrill

Your favorite TV
show: “ER”

Why did you join the
Army? Ajob.
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Sports

Shoot-out brings victory to Monteith team in first match

By Spc. Rebecca M. Grzyb
and Sgt. James Blaine
Staff Writers

Monteith to within two
goals, but making up the dif-
ference wasn't easy. Camp
Monteith crossed midfield
only afew timesin the first
half and failed to score as a

by Team Drita's goalkeeper.
Late back-to-back goals
from Faruk Nazif stretched
Team Drita’s lead to 5-1 as
the 45" minuteticked by.
At the start of the second

scoreto 3-0, with two of the
three goals scored by Qatip
Osmani.

Sgt. Gerald Ampomah of
Battery A, 1% Battalion, 7"

a soccer match June 13 at
the Gnijlane City Stadium
that was won in a shootout
by the Camp Monteith team.

A team of U.S. soldiers “the Gpjilane team, call-

from Camp Monteith chal-

lenged a team of Kosovar

Albanians from Gnjilanein nated ear

ingitself Team Drita, domi-

ly, bringing the

Field Artillery, scored the
first goal to pull Camp

Soccer round

up

Soccer and sportsin general are agood way to make friends.
With thisin mind, Camp Monteith has organized a soccer team
of al ranks to compete in matches against local national teams
and against KFOR soldiers from other countries. The matches
also help to sustain soldiers' morale and build upon KFOR's
multi-national cooperation and team spirit.

Camp Monteith soccer team
defeats POLUKRBAT 7-5

By Spc. Patrick Rodriguez
Staff Writer

CAMP MONTEITH — Coming back
from a 2-1 deficit right after the half, the
Camp Monteith Soccer Team polished off
the Polish-Ukrainian Battalion 4-2 with the
last two goals coming from Francis
Amoako.

The June 22 victory was Camp
Monteith’s second win; the team had al-
ready conquered Team Drita, a group of
Kosovar Albanian playersfrom Gnjilane.
That game ended 7-5 after a shoot-out.

The first goal was scored by
POLUKRBAT early inthefirst half. Camp
Monteith quickly responded withitsonly

goal of the first half, headed in by Todd

Walker.

Thematchwasphysical, with numerous
playersonboth sideshittingtheturf. One
POLUKRBAT player left the gamein the
first half when a Camp Monteith player
went for the ball, which resulted in both
playerscrashing totheground.

Kwasi Baah swung the match’smomen-
tumto Camp Monteithwhen hescored the
second and defining goal by makingacor-
ner kick past thePOLUKRBAT defense.

Although the Camp Monteith teamwon
the match, both teams won as they built
camaraderie and respect for one another.

Camp Monteith’ snext scheduled game
isagainst ateam of Kosovar Serbs.

late pass was snatched away

Cpl. Todd Walker of HHC, 1st Battalion, 77th Armor, positions himself for a goal
againgt a POLUKRBAT player.

See SOCCER page 12

NCO run honorsretired Sgt. Maj. of the Army

By Spc. Patrick Rodriguez
Staff Writer

CAMP MONTEITH —
Guidonswereheld highdur-
ingal10K runJune 16 com-
memorating retired Sgt.
Mgj. of the Army Leon L.
Van Autreve, who was an
inspiration to enlisted sol-
diersand especially the En-
gineer Corps.

“Heisprobably the most
inspiring noncommissioned
officer the Army has ever
had, without adoubt,” said
Command Sgt. Maj.
Michael Balch of Engineer
Brigade, 1st Infantry Divi-
sion,whoknew VanAutreve
both professionally and per-
sonally.

“Hisgiftwashisability
tocommunicateand deliver
an important message. He
was a great, great Ameri-

can.”

VanAutrevewastheonly
sergeant major of the Army
to come from the Engineer
Corps.

The president of theMo-
rales Club, 1st Sgt. Farrell
Williamsof Co. B, 9th En-
gineer Battalion, organized
the NCO run with more
than 200 NCOsconverging
on Camp Monteith the
morning of Father's Day.
The Morales Club, which
sponsored the run, repre-
sentsthe top 10 percent of
the NCOs in U.S. Army
Europe.

On a sweltering June
morning, the participants
ran and urged their col-
leagues to give their best
efforts. Command Sgt.
Maj. Robert Conklin of 1st
Battalion, 26th Infantry
Regiment, said, “I thinkit's

good team building—esprit
decorps. NCOslead from
thefront, sothat’swhy I'm
out heretoday, leadingfrom
thefront.”

After the 10K run, two
televisionsand two video-
cassette recorders were
raffled off to soldiers and
medals were displayed for
thewinners. Everyonewho

participated received a
shirt and cap for their ef-
forts to remember and
commemorate Van
Autreve.
“Hemadeyou feel good
about serving your nation
as a soldier and what it
means to be a patriot,”
Balch said. “He will al-
ways be remembered.”
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